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“I have set you an example
that you should do as I have
done for you.”

— Jesus Christ
John 13:15

THE MODEL OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR

The Personality Styles

of the Disciples

looked at our predictable

patterns of behavior that are
based on the way we are “wired”.
We have explained the“ DI SC
M odel of Human Behavior”,
which helps usidentify, predict, and
understand the behavioral patterns of
ourselves and others. (If you are
new to the study of relationships and
personality styles, our web site will
bring you up to speed. You can find
us at http://www.personality-
insights.com.)

Last month, we examined how
Jesus utilized D, |, Sand C traits
appropriately in building relation-
ships and meeting people’s needs.
(Thisisimportant for us because
working in businessisall about
relationships and needs, too. Ob-
serving how Jesus understood and
communicated with His associates
should provide uswith valuable
insights.)

Thismonth, we'll be looking at
how He dealt with four of His
Apostles: Paul, Peter, John, and
Thomas. What | hopeyou'll seeis
that Jesus didn’t try to treat them all
the same, nor did He give them all
the same assgnments. He knew the
strengths and struggles that came
with each of their personalities—and
He helped them in devel oping their
strengths and mastering their
wesknesses.

From what you know about Paull,
what would you say was hisbasic
personality type? Certainly, hedid
not hold back from sharing his
opinions or taking action—in fact,
he seemed to enjoy confrontations
and challenges. These D wordsfit
himwell: dominant, dogmatic,
determined, driving, decisive, doer.

I n recent articles, we have

The differenceisin who controlled
him: Before his conversion, Paul
was in charge of how these traits
were used. After he was converted,
he allowed God to have rightful
control. Hismessage in Galatians 5
is. Becontrolled by the Holy
Spirit... thefruit that resultsin love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control.

Paul’s D shinesthrough in the
dynamic words he wrote to the
Church: Stand fast... Presson... |
have fought the good fight... We are
hard pressed, but not crushed,;
perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed. ..
Always confidant... Always
regjoicing... Always having all
sufficiency in al things... Always
abounding in the work of the Lord...
The gospel isthe power of God...

Can you see him in aRoman
dungeon, chained between two
massive, muscled soldiers? Nero
may have thought Paul saw himself
only asaprisoner of Christ! Look-
ing at hisguards, he thought, “I’ve
got them right where | want them!
They can't get away from the
Gospel now!” He asked for supplies
to write “notes’ to afew of his
friends— and penned much of the
New Testament.

Of course, the Lord Jesus never
had an eye-to-eye meeting with Paul
during Hislifetime — Paul perse-
cuted the early Church after Jesus
death and resurrection. God brought
about his conversion by blinding
him with a brilliant light, suddenly
striking him down, and leaving him
in helpless, total dependence on the

They describe him accurately before  People he had so violently opposed
and after he met the living Christ. and pursued to the deeth.
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Often, bringing the strong-willed to the end of their self
sufficiency is God's way of dealing with them —not to destroy them, but to teach

them that their “ sufficiency comes from God”

Often, bringing the strong-willed to
the end of their slf sufficiency is
God'sway of dealing with them —
not to destroy them, but to teach
them that their “ sufficiency comes
from God” —oops! Another line
written by Paul!

Look at God's plan and purpose,
oncethisD leader got under His
control: InActs9, the Lord told
Ananias that Paul was His*chosen
instrument to carry My name before
the Gentiles and their kings and
before the people of Isradl.” Dslove
achallenge—what great motivation
for Paul!

Let’smove on to an example of
thel type personality: Jesus
impulsive follower, Peter. If you
have spent time around | type
people, you know they have a
tendency to speak and act before
they think.

In Matthew 14, Peter climbed
overboard and began walking on the
water to Jesus. In chapter 16, it was
he who said to Jesus, “You are the
Chrigt, the Son of the Living God.”
But two verses | ater, he said some-
thing thoughtless, and Jesustold him
he was a“ stumbling block” who did
not have in mind the things of God.

Peter was with Jesus in chapter
17, when He was ministered to by
Moses and Elijah. The experience
|eft everyone else speechless. But
God Himsdlf had to tell Peter to stop
talking, and “Listen to Him!”

In John 13, Jesus began washing
Hisdisciples feet. “No”, said Peter,
“you will never wash my feet.”
Jesus said, “Unless | wash your feet,
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you have no part with Me.” How
did Peter respond? “Okay, Lord,
give me abath!”

Later inthat chapter, Peter said,
“Lord, I will lay down my lifefor
you.” Inthe Garden, he even diced
off asoldier’s ear, defending Jesus
from arrest. But just afew hours
later, the laughter of aservant girl
caused him to curse and swear that
he never knew Jesus. What other
people think isso importanttoan 1.

After Jesus rose from the dead,
He met His remorseful disciple on
the beach. He asked Peter, “Do you
love Me?’" and Peter replied, “Lord,
you know | carefor you...” But
Jesus said, “Peter, | asked if you
love Me...” And Peter answered,
“Lord, | have great fedlingsfor
you...” Thethird time, Jesus used
the word Peter has used: “Peter, do
you carefor me?’ TheBibletellsus
Peter was grieved at this question —
the Lord understood him so well.
And hereplied, “Yes, Lord, you
know all things; you know that | do
carefor you.”

How did Jesus respond? He
assured Peter that He had not thrown
him aside; He gave him an assign-
ment; and He said he would be
counted worthy to die for Christ, just
as he had said so impulsively before
the Crucifixion.

Once the Holy Spirit gained
control of Peter’'slife, he did not
stop being an |. But, because of
Who was in control, God could
use thisillogical, impetuous,
inspiring man to preach at Pente-
cost and lead the Christian
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community in Jerusalem. Once he
learned to value hiswords and
commitments, hewrote: “Butin
your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give the
reason for the hope that you have.
But do thiswith gentlenessand
respect...”

The Stype persondity isseenin
the Apostle John, who wrote the
Gospel of John. (John the Baptist
lived in the desert, wore camedl skins,
and ate bugs while loudly preaching
repentance—not as SI) ThisJohn
never mentioned hisown namein
his Gospdl. He wasidentified as
“the disciple Jesusloved”. When
Jesus died on the cross, John was
there, giving support to His mother,
Mary. It wasto him that Jesus
entrusted her care. (Canyou
imagine Peter taking care of her?
“Hey, has anybody seen Mary? |
think she waswith us at the Dairy
Queen after church, but I’m not sure
how she got home...”)

Typical of an S, John's Gospel
and epistles (1, 11 and I11 John) do
not tell us much about him. But,
tradition tells us much about him.
But, tradition tells us that he was the
only Apostlewho did not diea
martyr’sdeath. Could it bethat his
captors thought, “Let’s not kill John
—he'stoo nice. Hecan't cause any
trouble if we exile him to Patmos.”
(There, God revealed His power and
glory, which John recorded in the
final book of the Bible, the Revela
tion — Stypesloveto finish things!)

Many S types say their favorite
versesarein Gaatians 5 —the



passage Paul wrote about “love, joy,
peace...” It redly sounds morelike
an Stype wrote them, doesn’t it?
But | think Paul is saying, “Do you
want to see the fruit of what God's
Spiritisdoing in me? Look at
this...!” And then hegivesalist of
qualitiesthat we don’t think of as
“typicd” for Ds. If John had written
those verses, would he have recog-
nized that Stype people seem more
“at home” with these attributes?
Might he have suggested that the
fruit of the spiritin aS hasmoreto
do with boldness, truthfulness, and
courage?

When you read John’s epistles,
you'll find his S style was under
control: heloved people and
encouraged them, but he boldly
proclaimed what they needed to
hear. He declared truth without
hesitation. He was even blunt at
times.

Lastly, let’'slook at an example of
aC type persondity. We know him
as“Doubting” Thomas. You
remember him as the cautious one,
to whom resurrection stories and
rumors had no credibility.

He was a man who thought the
world should make sense, who
appreciated order and predictability.
Asthedisciplestraveled, he was
paired with Matthew, the tax
collector—two fact-based, task-
oriented men.

When word came that Lazarus
had died in Bethany, Jesus said He
would go there. With resignation,
Thomas said to therest of the
disciples, “Let usaso go, that we
may diewith Him”. (Pretty encour-
aging, huh?) Yet, C typesare
consistent in sticking with their
commitments.

Thomas sought out quality
answers. In John 14, Jesustold His
disciples”| go to prepare a place for
you.” Thomas asked, “Lord, we
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don't know where you are going, O
how can we know the way?’

When the other disciples said to
him, “We have seen the Lord,”
(John 20), he naturally argued,
“Right! Dead men get up and walk
every day! | saw Himdie!” Hetold
them, “Unless| seethe nail marksin
His hands and put my finger where
the nailswere, and put my hand into
hisside, | will not believeit.”

God gtill works with all
kinds of personalities.
Your “wiring” isHis spe-
cial gift toyou —He has
equipped you with tools
you need to do Hiswork

through your work..

Did Jesus understand Thomas
doubts? Certainly. When He saw
him, Hisfirst words were, “ Peace be
with you... Put your finger here; see
my hands... Stop doubting and
believe” Thomasexclaimed, “My
Lord and my God!” Jesus under-
stood Thomas' questions, and He
always provided truthful answers.

Jesusaso saidtohim: “You
have believed because you have
seen. Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.” If
you are abeliever in Jesus Chrigt,
you are one of theblessed! But,
because a skeptical C wasthere and
checked it out, every skeptic can be
assured of the Resurrection of Jesus!
Thomas was so convinced of this
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truth that he took the Good Newsto
India, where he founded many
churches and was martyred for his
belief in therisen Christ!

God till workswith all kinds of
persondlities. Your “wiring” isHis
specia gift to you —He has
equipped you with tools you need to
do Hiswork through your work with
His balance and control, developing
acraftsman’s skill with these tools.

In your family, work, and social
life, you may become frustrated in
dealing with the complex nature of
other people and their persondlities.
But God isnot. Hemadeus. He
lovesus. He understands us.

Heisnot put off by adictatorial
D like Paul, an impetuous | like
Peter, ashy Slike John, or acritical
C likeThomas. To me, thisis
exciting news. It meansHe can
work with me, and He can work
with you!

In John 13, Jesus explained to his
disciples: “I have set you an
examplethat you should do as ||
have done for you.”

Next month, we'll begin looking
at each style's specid giftsand
contributions. We'll “DI SCover”
each style's outlook, blind spots,
excesses, defenses, preferences,
patterns, finances, learning styles,
motivations, and successkeys. This
knowledge will provide powerful
toolsthat you can usein building
your business, your life, and your
ministry in the marketplace! [

Dr. Robert A. Rohm earned his
Th.M. Degree from Dallas Theologi-
cal Seminary and hisPh.D. isfrom
the University of N. Texas. If you
have missed any of hisarticles, you

may download them for free on the
web at:
www.personality-insights.com.
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